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The current spir itual  scene and Judaism

SBNR (Spiritual But Not Religious)

Criticism (of religion, institutions, Judeo-Christian tradition, patriarchy, reason)

Perennialism

Witchcraft, (female) witches





The witch hunt takes place in Ashkelon



The witch hunt takes place in Ashkelon



A man tells RSbS that he dreamt that the rabbi 
is to be punished severely in hell for his failure 
to uphold the promise he had vowed to keep 
should he be made head of the Sanhedrin – to 
exterminate witchcraft – due to 80 witches 
who remained an affront to the world, as they 
still practiced their craft in a cave in Ashkelon. 

RSbS admits to the accusation and doesn’t 
delay any longer. 

He recruits 80 men and provides them with 
dry shawls placed within urns, all on a rainy 
day. He tells them to be attentive and follow 
his instructions to the letter: they must wrap 
the shawls around themselves on his first 
whistle; and on the second each of the men 
who enter the cave must raise one of the 
witches above the ground, to disconnect her 
from the earth – the source of her power.

Rabbinical  story of  a witch hunt



RSbS stands at the entrance of the cave 
and then calls out to gain entrance under 
the pretence of being a witch. 
The witches are impressed with his dry 
clothes, and he claims to have walked 
between the raindrops. 
The witches make a show of power with a 
spell that conjures up food: bread, (meat) 
stew and wine. 
The rabbi suggests that he should whistle 
twice, and conjure up 80 men, who would 
make merry with the witches, and they 
agree. The men show up and raise the 
witches on their shoulders. 

The men then carried the witches away to 
be hanged.

Why raise them? 

Their magic failed when 
disconnected from the earth. 

Rabbinical  story of  a witch hunt



Criticism(s) over hanging the 80 witches

Rabbinical  story of  a witch hunt

➢ Jewish?

➢ Women aren’t to be hanged

➢ Not more than one a day

➢ No legal procedure

➢ What is their crime?

Tragical ending for RSbS





1.  Ruchama Weiss

2.  Pe le/Ohad Ezrahi

3 .  Dov  Ahava/Trubnik

Retel l ing the story



Individual freedom (from religious coercion)
Liberal values – especially pro-women values

Liberal-modern-secular approach 

A disenchanted cosmology: 
Witches = demonization by the religious 
establishment, as of any ‘other’

Retel l ing the story



The divine as androgynous, namely also feminine

Preference for the wonderous/magical over the Halachic, 
celebration over rationality, compromise over justice 
(=the feminine) – “lines” vs. “circles”

‘Women who worship the great Goddess do not sit to 
meditate asking release from this world, but rather conduct 
their rituals in the forest, with good food and wine.’

Retel l ing the story



Magical instructions as a revived heritage

Story told from the witches’ point of view. 

Magic exists, but it is powerfully executed from 
the rabbi’s part, while the witches just cook 
with (wounderous) love. 

Retel l ing the story





Jewish tradition does become a source, in a surprising way

Retelling of this narrative, identifying with the anti-heroines

Jewish sources become a resource of the spiritual critical stance

The current spir itual  scene and Judaism
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