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The "Enchanted Benches" at Kursi National Park - A Case S
Formation of an Alternative Sacred Geography
Marianna Ruah-Midbar Shapiro, Zefat Academic College

The article discusses the sanctification of Kursi (site of the Miracle of the Swine, t
the Sea of Galilee) by alternative-spiritual practitioners. Kursi became sacred to Chri

classical antiquity but returned to the pilgrimage map during the past decades, after it wi d :
archaeological digs and opened to the public by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. Be I-Ilj‘Jjnl-I
Kursi was appropriated by alternative-spiritual practitioners who portrayed the site as ng! n'nTpN“
set within an array of “energetic" power places, possessing special healing powers. niynwni anp

A special sacredness was attributed to the bench area constructed by the Authority. Myths of these

“The Most Powerful Portal in Zion"” — Kursi:
The Spiritual Site that Became an Intersection
of Ley-lines and Multicultural Discourses!
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Abstract

Kursi is an Israeli site that has recently been increasingly appropri-
ated by various alternative-spiritual groups, especially contemporary
Pagan and neoshamanic ones. Located on the Sea of Galilee’s north-
eastern shore, it lies in an array of archeological-historic sites relating
to Jewish-rabbinical, Christian, and, to some extent, Pagan history. The
Israel Nature and Parks Authority regulates the site (rather than a reli-
gious institution) and is interested in intensifying its mystical aura, and
thus amplifying its spiritual appropriation. The various discourses sur-
rounding Kursi (of archeologists, Christian pilgrims, etc.) are eclectic,
and adopt from one another to varying degrees. Nevertheless, it seems
the contemporary Neo-Pagan/Neo-ShamanPagan/neoshamanic dis-
course is most comfortable with adopting and reinterpreting elements
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https://youtu.be/woOoKisEmOs?t=18
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