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Abstract

We claim a new religious identity group has formed in Israel — religious
secularity. After characterizing the "package deal” of Israeli secular identity,

examples from the Israeli New Age are utilized to highlight its recent transformations.

Attitudes of New Agers to religious Jewish law (halacha) are placed along an
axis: from indifference or opposition, through hybrids between tradition and New
Age, to preservation of Orthodox halacha. While the extreme attitudes reproduce the
accepted Israeli division between secular and religious groups, the religious nature of
all of the attitudes undermines this division. We demonstrate how creative

adaptations, combining New Age and tradition solve contradictions in the identity of



secular Israelis and further the development of a new religious identity group:

religious secularity.



