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The "Enchanted Benches" at Kursi National Park — A Case Study of the
Formation of an Alternative Sacred Geography

Marianna Ruah-Midbar Shapiro, Zefat Academic College

The article discusses the sanctification of Kursi (site of the Miracle of the Swine, to the shores of
the Sea of Galilee) by alternative-spiritual practitioners. Kursi became sacred to Christianity back in
classical antiquity but returned to the pilgrimage map during the past decades, after it was unearthed by
archaeological digs and opened to the public by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. Beside Christians,
Kursi was appropriated by alternative-spiritual practitioners who portrayed the site as a "water portal",
set within an array of "energetic" power places, possessing special healing powers.

A special sacredness was attributed to the bench area constructed by the Authority. Myths of these
benches were circulated by the Authority and media and embraced by site visitors. The article reveals
the critical contribution made by governmental site regulation to the prosperity of alternative-spiritual
Kursi-related theories and practices and proposes a model which examines the functional aspects
of the sanctification process, addressing two axes: Physical-technical access, and cultural-symbolic
accessibility. Thus, the contexts and elements which take part in the formation of an alternative
sacred geography are analyzed. Key Words: Holy Place, Kursi, Christianity, New Age (Contemporary
Alternative Spirituality), functionality, Israel Nature and Parks Authority.
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TN DNIT DTN TINN DOYTNN LTIN-XON 1IN AND LDIPNR N2p2 NYIY DTN 1TVA PNYnD
,NNIDY NWPIQ VIW'D D219 DpYNI L, NN D' DIN A DMNTIN O'DIXA .N1102 D'VAIVIE N0 NN

(Twelftree 1993) D'2N D'TIN'-X2N DAIY'N 211p2A INTIWA NXID] DI

MW XA TITNA HYD L(MWNN 1Y) K'Y DTIAE I SW D'PNAMN 1NN XY 2 3py' T AKD 8
VY INNRY
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OnNNWN2I Y95NnY ,0'ipn n'NNAXI 21N fIoX> 07 TNN 01 T INK 2NpNn ApyY ')
WTIPN YINQ NIP'A NN DNN W DIZIND NI I'D'ONN DA .0'TY WA 'OpLA IN ND'NA

ANXA DD MWI-ND 'WINIp'aa 2000 NI

,NINIA DIpR2 NONNNY NNXIA DT 99D 1129 NMWOHXA NIM2OAN NINYAY INKN NID'DD
NN 0"pPY D'DITYN 0'0IVDLINDN TIVA :DAIWN DA NIRIXIA AWNNNY NNV NIYAN DY
wTN DNNN2 D10 NX IXNAN WTNN 09'09nN 01and1 0'YINpn ,vaon 'anina 0n'opu
DTN DNKRN TNXY '0112 NIX N29N "N'OYNINIPLP-ININ TN, NIDM OI'P QWD DpInY
NIBY M2 — DAIMNIN 0IYYNI) NIDY Yyawa NILYYID DIpna ynwn NIy .1'"Xn 2150na
NN D2IVNN D'MIXI DT (AN DY "IV DY NIXTE,NIWAN YW INK INK 9N N1, (NIoon
592% qIUN NXIN DY ,DN'OpLY D'NAN NX WNWY N2IN 1'K D'WANN N'010N 2NN XpIlT
,N1"012Y NTNY YaXINN WX wiNsY 0'9Tyn DN'DpLA NI'0ID 0'wpann |22 .0Mpann

.0712Y P TNIMA NNBI NXN [N NIYWA 110100 2NN WIN'W INKN NN DY DRNY IX

MI2N-UAIRN YN 'R INNRN DY 12'01I0OKR-INNN DID1IN .3

VY2INI IXD NAYIWN NADITINA NW'AL 17121 DIpR2 0'2'01I0OK-0"INNN D'l NIDYDN
NIDXN" YN D102 NI'NVOR-NMNA NIMD'YD X 12py (2016-1 TNIMAI DY
NIY1yoa DA DMINA 0'9'YD DNIXD 11DI0XN,DIPNA IN'PNNY D'OPLI NIXITOA "NIBNNWAN
0%122-0210) 0D"INM 0'2'YD "IN 11X ;1NN "0PND" ININA PYN DN'NAA 1INY NINNN
D'NN D2ILI0I D'VDPLA 'Y ;'DIIDA D'POIVY D"DIN (D'ITA NINWA NITI'Y 0'w)
W-[2 TN NIMNAN NINYIAE DIVI'R NN L NIRINY NIANDA 'O NITIN DDYNWY!
11751 N'YTNI N2NDIND NDDNMIY D10 NITIX N'INMNN NNIXNN NXDNY 1200 1Ipnd 0Ya
(2012 'wi-12) 15w 190N NNI (NIBY wnna 0'pn https:/www.geobiology.co.il) "NXN NX
0'D1 71,1201 DX NITNX DY 11K IXDN AN YW D'MMYIN D'NIDIDN NN 1110 Ao

JIAIDINDIND NIN'BNA NHNAIIAYA 0'9'YDI NIYWAN DYVA 0'D0I1 D' T'PD 21 ,A'N

N'2'01109XN-NINNINN 'X72 "D X3

NYIY NN "N''VIVON-NINN™ NIYDIXAN ,'D1ID2 NMIXI-NYN N1NYIDN NIY'YON INKD
TAN P2 NINDY NN D'PNNAY DN VIAW 92N X2 .Nanminnl N2%In Yax ,nMoon
2"INN DN YW [AINN DIAIVIX Y'AN D'YVIAW-VIAY DD ;0DRIW' DY 2'010OK-1N1N [AIKN
DNMIM YW NINITO DNIY' DUANN DNYY 'W-12 YW 'ID1D NI2pya 20507 %A1 DIV
INDTN D' DNAY DDIDNAN .WWINKA NINAIWA "NIAIX"Y N'02ND T2 ,'01102 Y"INN D"NNN
,0MXN DA L2 DY N .1999-1 HXIW NIPA] N'IOINN MWAT NIX 011D KWW NNXD
DN I'2Y ,50900N Y N0 Y DNIM DX ,07'TNN D1 NI2PYA DIPNY DNINNA DY'ANY

.DNIN DDV D'OXYN )TN Imn DNy
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DIANNNY NIXIAP IN NAIT DT T 5V NIWYI 01102 NIF'VIN0INRN-NINNN NSO
D'0OPL ,NYTIPANINIM JIYPN ,NINN NPOM NISYID [N .N1ANYID-NOPL NIY'YDY DIPNY V'AnD
[IAD ,0NX D'INN2 NINNN NIDWYHY NAIT '01ID2 NINNN NIDWYONI W' TIVE DMINAY-INY
.DNYPINN D"2'01I0OR-0'NN DN0N NYAP IX ,NNXIY MNKA NAININ "N'0ANIX Nyo=n"
MY NINX NNXIY NTIRA 9232 Nand Nind ,'01I2Y Nvan 2 VLI 1AW 01NN 1N L[INI
[V IN DIpNS NWOIA NN'WAWD 01122 KPIT (1721 21WD NIYPYNNN DY NIRINIA Nyl
LOID W NIFTINYA NVYAIN XPHT NN DMYD (101 INX KNI ,NRARIPK) INX NN

Qwnna XMy ')

NIN2N2 DYNNXD DMWY NAYAYNT NNNIXY N'DAIYA NIAIN-NN X' NT0I0OKD NFINNND
NIYDINI DT [IIANY AA DY NN ,(New Age) "wTNN [T'VA" '12'D0 NNN DMYY ,NINyvn
-NN) DN 'NANN 2I2A0 1P N2 XD1 N2 DN N9'DNN D'NYOY (Hanegraaff 1998)
NINT' "DTINAD-INT" [ "DTINNAY-INT" DAIMN NN 11D XY L10W 2wpna (2006 12N
NNONN 12'DX — NXIVN NXLINY ,DIPRA NINNN NID'VON NN 20N |"DXY DMWYY "Ya0
SV NIDDIAAN NIPMY NNIDNY 112'N DA D'P2IN DINAD-ININT DIXNW-ININ V20N DY —
DIIN'NION — NIOX LI — DX NION'NNI (Earth-Based Religions) XN 1aNI19
Albanese 2002; Harvey) (N1l¥ NXINn D'NT NITIO' AlTN) N'VD'0IPI'D NWRAL ,DNITP

.(2007; Pike 2004

Y NIMT NNIDA 2 '00'0IP'0N AD'WN KIN NM'VILOXRN NIMNNN YW NN ["DXN
.(2007 72™-nN) NYaIpNN N2IRIOID-N'MTA A'DIAIMIVDNY A'VNVYX 2'0I1 NAXN N
N'0D'ONIIDN NAUNKN NN XVANAT L[N NNAITN DX WATA NRIYD NNIONAN YW wTNn TIavn
N2'LIVONN HNIYN PMY NNAN ['VIA NINTA 925 N'D5 ,N1A'01VONN NINNND NMDIND
1590 NIDINN N'MIIP'A NJ0AN PON P X' NHONIIBDN NMTA NIV NYXINY N1NNN
D'WIN] VYWY MON2 VTN 1NoALLNYRN 10NN DX NIYAY ' 09NIN NN Tonnn
ANIX AN AN L,0IDN DX NNAXYN  NINT NNIYY ,N'01I0OKN NNNN NWRAN .OWHNnDI
NIMNMN2 YY1 TN NRIFIWK ,0'WI2I NI'WID TNIMA NON'MIA 12 TREN0HDWN TA1 NMIpan
yaon oy INiF NIMTN NNIDNAY ,0'w JNTR TONNN T2 NIYDWIND NIAXINAI NM'0IN0YRN
Va0 DY ["INT WA 7221 TAYNY NYININN ND'DNA NIDIT,NYY1 NDONIN NIAND TIAMD NININ

YTipnn

NN MIXNN N2'01VYR-N1INNN NNDIA2 WITNN NNDIDNN NNXIA-ITIAN NIDNN ,DXNNA
D0N ,N'WOIN NIMMI NI NANKD INIPY DMINN DM AT NDTANN DN DKL VIY!
ONIWI 1Y'DIN N'DAIYAN N0V NIMNNYS (Fedele 2009) 1'MDNY NYTNWN N"D1DNY
Sw nrTIn' (Feraro and Lewis 2016; Ruah-Midbar and Klin Oron 2010) NI*2pI1%A NIXDA
N'DI5N N'VD'LIPI'D NDIA NNADAL ,'ININ NIND VIY' NN YARY NINNDA D'WN 'WTNN [TY'N

JDTANN DN NN NIND XD D'WATN |2Md1,(517 :2014 12T-NNY 1T |'vn

IN "NNXIY MNX"2 NI2'WA NIF'0II0OR-NINNN NNINA NYTILYA0N NXIYR2 110NN poNd
NININN DY NIANP DNYY NIYWI NOX NN NYTIPN N'9IAINA DX "D"VANIX DN



147 N'0NVON NYTIPNA N'DIAINA NT'XYD [NI2 NPA = 'OIID MINYN [A2 D'DWIDNN D*YDHON
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Ivakhiv 2003;) D'DINM NN'PIIDOPL ,OANY-NIDYY TY' DDBIN 0'2'0INVIN-0MINN DNNX
NPOIY N2 NNV N'INN NINBD .(Rountree 2006; Dubisch 2016; Norman 2011
NIP'OVPID ,ODTINYI NAXIY NINIPA NN'WA VA0 NIMYA  NINMN NRAIINDIPA ,NNTN XNXA
,2¥N5 72 .'01122 0'9'YHN 1P ININ NOXD NIR'UPIDI NNIN TIVI NNTRY DN NIXONIN
NITIN ,|D N'2'0 NINNN MIMN SY NNIKND qWNn2 ,"NYyoN"/ " NX2'0pR" NN MY 0N
D'2'20N 2'VOHNYI DMN™MON DINKY YAND DIIY NINIPNAN D'WIN DUINY NINT-I2N N2'wni
W' D ["MI0P XNAD" DN NPy NN MmN 1m» |0 .0nTxXal DTN "D0AIN"
DININ I99NY DIWN ,WiN'wd DI'NY 1172 DUIXAN D00MpN NX Yyavaw om? "hnd”
,ONNN2 9M5 yrodl NI'YR NID'ON TIARY DDA LIN'WXIN D2IVD |27 NN D1pA
V05 DA DTRNY D'PTIN DY NN NWPA IN N2 0YVDNP YW NOPL NIOWN NIV

NOOKNY NI N1I0M22 MI2I00YA [1AD) NIDAYAN NINMN NIMIXNA D'0Y12 DTTNXK DNN
NIP'UPIBI D'DPL DNA O'DWI DXNNAI ,NINYDA NIYIAD DNY NIYVTAY N ,(MMeHpa
P51 NAN 2Mpx'xd 1wpd Hada-annn N'wa 091 ,Ywnd ,0'wna 0DmTn N LorTne
ADN'T DI'PD M1V NNBHN NXD NDODNI DHWN OXRNNAL — APKTI MIWPN W 191D Nwp
D'XNY NIYVXNXA "NM0AIK NT9-NT DWIPND D'DDNI DANNRD NN TXY 183 niaan-a
N NY1AIN 1T NADINDIP .ANXIY NINPA NwY MXaw 72 ,(ley lines 04INN) DMOAIX
Nn1aNN Mon 0TpY T2 DTN D'NNKA NINE-I2 DMUpNNAN 0U2'010OXK 0NN 0'0pL

.(Ivakhiv 2003: 96) nonivn

n'HwN ,(517-516 :2014 12T-NN) NAXIVA NINIPA DY UBDAIPSY NIYPIYA NINDIAD
-91W ANK NIINNA DY INWN-Y'NDA [DIX] DXIWI DMINN DONK YW DU TIN'D DI'DND
nIonn %Y (2003 1pI1D) N'DIVNLNNN PPN NNINA LDPIYN 2A'VINVIR-INNN N'wA " TND
MIAN-YN0N TN "DMIB" DNY DNNN D12V DOV ,NNIpNAA NHYAINIIPN NN
MDD — AR-T'ON ANNAL,NINK N'NAIT NIAN T 021N 'K DNYY 21'0NNY —
21901 MIPNY DIpR NWITP SV NIDTY NIAWNI VA0 NIYIAD 7012 .'NT T0NN NIDN] DI'RY
JONIWIN 112X NINDYIDA [I'R NMITIX NNI0AN 990 0'02'NN 922 NNKIN 011D .NIvD'N
79N 2NN L(ANNA NINBNN YN IKD) NINMNN 120N DTV NYW 2'07N nwyndl
X9D" XD 129 NIFTINT VA0 NIYDINA NI1IANA X'NILD1IANT YAV NIWA NPT WAl NYY AKX

Dancing with the Diamond Star Fire : the 10/10 and 11/11 Gateways and the New :Swn> IX1 10
Beginning. 2016. http:/www.starchildglobal.com/channels-and-articles/dancing-with-the-diamond-
IIstar-fire-the-1010-and-1111-gateways-and-the-new-beginning

.25/8/2012 ,AI22-N1W' .MI0PN NN20N 1P Hwnd INN 11
.http://israblog.nanal0.co.il/blogread.asp?blog=17854&blogcode=13432848

QTN NI0NN '9Y 512 DI 0NN ND YW DAIWNN DNNXN NYawn TAN XN MpR'Y. 12

The Chakras of the Earth and Ley Lines, http://foreverconscious.com/chakras-earth-ley- :wn? X\ 13
lines
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191 0YIX DTN TN 1DMY DPIPT DNKD NIIE-IT W 1AM010OK-INMNN 19N NYINA
DY NININA 0110 INKI L1210 D21YY INXDNYI DTXY NN 19N NNPRY 21am NKN
DA N2 ,1191A2 DAl X"NITD 1D Yy DM VINYN DY 151D NN WY ,"0DMN Y0IIB" NIANP
'0pPLA 20IW DT |"DXNA TIVI NIYA NIYIMA NIYAT 1A — D' 011010 D'0INONN DY 1151
1SN0 LPXD DOHNI NAWNN OPV ,'IDIN NIFTTA 'V YNNI .N2TINY DY 0'YVDPN NAWN
NIZ'VD 2py IVADIW 0NN NID'X 1ID'WY Y'ON DAl ,Ya0N YN WTNN DTNN NX 12NN DAY

JINMA2 DTN DX NMINNA 'Y, 0TRN

NN ONIY-MIAXD N'WA NYN0N NN .0MN 01NN 151 '0pLA NNIDN NAIYA DI'ND XD
N%NIoN 1T NPIXN MIpNN N'WA DNIWI D'PINN DN 10NN WPNA [IpND pIipti DIADN
SY Mpvn NMYN M Ipn NN YW1 ,nNRpnNNal NN12N 19 Sy PIN-NNIDN N21Ad
W NAIDIN-INAN NMIXNA DA VYD DN VINYRA PID'VN .2NPN 12V YXIW NDIDIIND
D'"YPIP-NNN 0NN "M YW "NM0AIK'D DNYDWN N9 (48 09 :2012) 'w'-ja TI'XN
NN "D INLN YNNWNY ,NwN Y 1D1T J'wNnd XY NNt 'w-2 .N'0Mp X' 'o1ida

14.D'T]

SN 219015 NpRNLPYN NDTINA NNBNN "N D190N TXD ,1943 T 'Wi-|2 INNA N0
DWY "DMIT DN0N 1DAP"Y DAVI-INA DY NXIAP ['An TNXD ITPON NX 2N INNADN]
-INA 1D 120N NIN (9 :DW) "NLIYDN NX NBLVIVA NUAINN NWA" DX PN IMTN'Y N10NA
SIM1AN N210Y DTN AW DN N'DANIX NN XD TVRY miwt DINN" XN Nabr
qwna - DXNNA (13 :0W) "D"N DMIX' IRY DV DTN DY NN NYDWN 1pNa NpoIv"
LNXIVD NITIPA IR INKY T2 YD1 D'WADND NI IN X1P1 12 YOND RX' NITNX DY
NTRN 19 %Y D'V DR NNIYPN "MI'ANIK" NIYYa] 50%1 Nwpd ]3pnY ,[>yon?
NY010N NIYXNXA T XIN B.YINN AT 19 DY DY PN XN INTIAVY VIDIun" Xin
Sw %2 1DIIN) "D'21A NYRPD” DY 001V DY D'WTIpA DNNNA NANIND DTN DX D00Mp

16 "IN MY NINPA WWY-NINY NI YXW'IL(D1101D-11

DIpN YN NI NNRAN NTAIND NAT NN 00900 TXY 17101102 'wi-[a NNt 20041
-1 ,yXinn N'aa 0'21a 40,000-30,000 Nniy> ,0'a1a 8,000,000 — [N2w D1V 'aN12 K
NINNN NNNXIY dN'RY NI DMTNNXIVAA 1Y 1152 DX T-NN0I 11N2 0121 2,400,000
-2 LLY'WY NIDNA .0"YPIP-NNN ND YN1 MIT DyN MNIPM VP DY N2DIN 0D DY
N — 0102 NIMNXIVA NITIPAN 2 DN2NNAN DXNYN NIS0XNT "NMAIRD 1P" 1AXIN 'Y

:22MYN nrg .DWYIN W WINN NINDY 1IN NOIY TIXN DTWN wian 3/11/2012 19 SN Yw inand 14
DA DNIT 'W'-]2 ,N'0D'0IPION-NINNN NND DX http://www.nrg.co.il/online/54/ART2/412/728.html
INNDWN DY DV ,'w'-]2 TITNOWIWD INXY W'D KD RpIT IX) N'2IN INWW' DY NXNXI VIY' DY 'wnnd
NN'T,'0IID2 Y 1P (Gééma) NANKN'T/ANA TWPNNN .(81-80 :2012 'w'-12 (N1 ,IWI3-N NNAIVN
NN VIY TONN NNR YW 1214920 INIXK

.https://iwww.geobiology.co.il/he_IL "NAIDIMINRA" 'W-|2 TYX YW NNXA 1KY 15
.https://www.geobiology.co.il/lhe_IL/18-hauts-lieux-denergie-en-israel-pourquoi-et-comment :"NN2 IX1 16

=47 p'va 2012 'w'-|a |21 https://www.geobiology.co.il/he_IL/kursi-decouvertes-extraordinaires :[IXN1 17
.71-69 ,54
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